[The interaction between bacteria and the surface of the skin and hair in mammals].
There is a certain equilibrium between the organism and the bacteria on the surface of the animal's skin, which depends on the structure and physicochemical properties of the external cover. The structure of cuticular scale of the rabbit hair and the number of bacteria on it are related to the physiological condition of the animal. In diseased rabbits the relief of the hair surface becomes more complicated, the number of bacteria uniformly distributing along the hair stem increases and the capacity of the hair for adhesion of new bacteria is enhanced. Stimulation of non-specific immunity of animals leads to smoothing of the scale surface, uniform disappearance of bacteria and decreased adhesion of new microorganisms. The cuticle structure and adhesive properties of the hair can be used as criteria for assessing certain influences on the organism.